
NEW sewage treatment
works that would be nec-
essary to service a major
development at Thorn-
combe could cost around
£200,000.

The Dorset Structure Plan
designates Thorncombe as a
priority development area,
suggesting 50 to 150 houses
in the next decade could be
added to the 100 homes
already there.

But preliminary investiga-
tions by South West Water
suggest that such a develop-
ment could not be handled
by existing treatment plant.

Research into sewage
treatment and sewerage was
carried out in July and has
not yet been evaluated, but
the results are expected to
show a pumping station and
enlarged works would be
necessary at an estimated
cost of £200,000 for the
plant.

This work would be needed

for the first major develop-
ment that was planned for
the village of 33 homes.

Surplus water is currently
discharged into Stone Lake
Brook, a watercourse that
would be insufficient to take
the product from a new
plant.

The answer that is being
suggested is a pumping
station instead of the
existing plant at the Brook,
to pump sewage into
Cinderford Valley.

New plant would then be
build alongside the
Cinderford River to treat the
sewage.

Mr Ron Frampton, who
has been appointed by
Thorncombe Parish Council
to draw up an appraisal of
the effects of proposed devel-
opments on Thorncombe, told
the Western Gazette he
believed such a project would
cause major disruption to the
Cinderford Valley, including

" disruption to local water-
courses, land drainage and
water ecology.

Disposal would also affect
the landscape and country-
side, and pumping out the
system by tanker would be
difficult if not impossible and
would certainly involve the
removal of more hedges.

• South West Water was
unable to comment on the
details of its investigation as
the engineer in charge of it
was not available this week.
• More news comes from
Thorncombe of Dorset county
highways department's ef-
forts to assess traffic move-
ments in the village follow-
ing the circulation of a
questionnaire that villagers
were reluctant to answer
because it gave details of
times they were out of the
house.

The county council has
now installed electronic mon-
itors on three roads in and
out of the village to count
the number of cars that use
it each hour.


